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Are these the last days? Could Jesus return at any time to establish his thousand-year reign on

earth? What is the nature of Christâ€™s millennial kingdom referred to in the book of Revelation?

What must happen before Jesus returns, and what part does the church play? Three predominant

views held by evangelicals seek to answer these and related questions: premillennial,

postmillennial, and amillennial. This book gives each view a forum for presentation, critique, and

defense. Besides each contributorâ€™s personal perspective, various interpretations of the different

positions are discussed in the essays. Three Views on the Millennium and Beyond lets you compare

and contrast three important eschatological viewpoints to gain a better understanding of how

Christianityâ€™s great hope, the return of Jesus, is understood by the church. The Counterpoints

series provides a forum for comparison and critique of different views on issues important to

Christians. Counterpoints books address two categories: Church Life and Bible and Theology.

Complete your library with other books in the Counterpoints series.
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In investigating the issue of the millennium, where should you start? Ultimately, I think this book

makes the wrong choices in answering this question. While the discussion is interesting at times, I

can't help but feel that Darrell Bock's summary essay should have been re-worked and presented at

the beginning of the work. Basically, Bock writes that one's hermeneutical approach (the prism by

which one interprets Scripture) largely determines what you believe the end times looks like. Bock

notes how each passage deals with eschatological texts, and what questions each feels are key to

understanding the nature of Jesus' return. If he had placed this at the beginning, I think it would be

more helpful to the reader. Perhaps he could have then placed another essay "wrapping things up"

at the end.Kenneth Gentry Jr. contributes the postmillennial perspective, but does a much better job

critiquing the positions of the others than advancing his own case. In his own essay, he really

needed to a) explain his own hermeneutical approach in a coherent and distinctive fashion, rather

than use generalities, and b) take the time to formulate a detailed explanation of how

postmillennialism interprets Revelation 20 (the key text). As someone who considers himself

sympathetic to postmillennialism's expectation that God's Kingdom is irrestibly advancing even in

this current age, I really wanted Gentry to make a solid case. After all, Jonathan Edwards (arguably

the greatest American mind ever) was post-mil, so surely it's a reasonable position. Alas.Robert

Strimple presents the amillennial position and does an excellent job presenting his overall

hermeneutic and understanding of key passages. Of all the essays, his is probably the best.
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